
History of the Geological Society of London

• Established in 1807 by 13 founding members
• Worldwide membership of 12,500
• Aims to:

“Improve knowledge and understanding of the Earth, to promote 
Earth Science education and awareness, and to promote 
professional excellence and ethical standards in the work of the 
Earth scientists, for the public good”
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The Lyell Collection 

• 295,000 peer-reviewed pages
• Over 29,500 articles 
• Over 1000 volumes 
• Content on multiple geological disciplines

www.lyellcollection.org.uk 
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The Lyell Collection Titles 

Lyell Collection Complete includes access to:

Journals
• Journal of the Geological Society (1845-current)
• Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology (1967-current)
• Geochemistry: Exploration, Environment, Analysis (2001-current)
• Petroleum Geoscience (1995-current)
• Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society (1839-current)
• Scottish Journal of Geology (1965-current)
• Journal of Micropalaeontology online only (1982-2017)

Image: Winnats Pass © Wayne Brittle 



The Lyell Collection Titles 
Lyell Collection Complete includes access to:
Publications
• Geological Society of London Special Publications (470+ volumes)
• Geological Society of London Memoirs (51 volumes)
• Geological Society of London Engineering Geology Special Publications (29 

volumes)
• Petroleum Geology Conference Proceedings (4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th

conferences)

Historic content 
• Transactions of the Geological Society (1811-1856)
• Transactions of the Edinburgh Geological Society (1868-1963)
• Transactions of the Geological Society of Glasgow (1860-1963)
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The Lyell Collection Archives 
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Archive SP Volumes Articles 

SP Archive 1 1964-1996 1 - 100 2,500

SP Archive 2 1996-2002 101 - 200 2,000

SP Archive 3 2002-2008 201 - 300 2,000

SP Archive 4 2008-2015 301 - 400 1,750

SP archive 300 1 - 300 6,500

SP archive 400 1 - 400 8,250

Individual titles Volumes

Special Publications ebooks (25+ per yr) 
First Cite article release

400 + volumes

Journal of the Geological Society 1845 to current

Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology 
and Hydrogeology

1967 to current

Geochemistry: Exploration, Environment, Analysis 2001 to current

Petroleum Geoscience 1995 to current

Scottish Journal of Geology 1965 to current

Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society 1837 to current

Petroleum Geology Conference series 1993-current 

Memoirs 1958 to current 

Engineering Geology Special Publications 1986 to current 

Journal of Micropaleontology 1992-2017

Transactions of the Geological Society of London
1811 to 1856 

(350 + papers)

Transactions of The Edinburgh Geological Society 1870-1963

Transactions of the Geological Society of Glasgow 1863-1965

Special Publications 
Archives 

(one-time purchase each 
volume or available in two 

larger sets)

Lyell Collection archives



Identifying users by Job Title

• Senior Geologist
• Environmental Geologist 
• Environmental Analyst 
• Environmental Engineer
• Hydrogeologist 
• Hydrologist 
• Soils Engineer
• Geochemist
• Geophysicist 
• Geological Technician
• Laboratory Assistant 
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Using The Lyell Collection
If access is by 
username/password
• Log in
• Once logged in you’ll 

find the home page 
• Click on the 

journal/book cover 
to access content

If access is by IP, the 
site will automatically 
recognize your IP 
address and login is not 
required.



Finding content

• Use the ‘advanced search’ option, located at the 

bottom of the Lyell Collection home page or the top 

right on the journal/book home pages.
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Accessing content you’ve not subscribed to

• You’ll see the lock symbol

• Check you are logged in

• Add or change your subscription by 

contacting your representative

• Purchase the article for $35 (24 hour 

access)
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• Find the most read and most cited content on 

each journal or book home page

• View Altmetrics on Special Publications and the 

Journal of the Geological Society

• Altmetrics is a tool that shows who 

is talking about the content.

• View under the ‘info and metrics’ tab 

when in an article

Using The Lyell Collection



Using The Lyell Collection
We regularly add journal and book content to our social 
media accounts, come and find, like and share! 

www.linkedin.com/company/geological-society-of-london

https://twitter.com/geolsoc

www.instagram.com/geolsoc

www.youtube.com/user/GeologicalSociety

www.facebook.com/geolsoc


